
 

Advancing Agri-Food Competitiveness through Simplification 
Unpacking the Food and Feed Safety Omnibus 

 
 
Date: 9 September 2026 
Time: 15:30-17:00 
Venue: Spinelli 5F385, European Parliament, Brussels 
 
 

Agenda 

15:30-15:45 Welcome coffee  

15:45-15:55 Opening Herbert DORFMANN, EPP, AGRI Rapporteur on the 
Food and Feed Safety Omnibus, European Parliament 
 
Jessica POLFJÄRD, EPP, ENVI Shadow Rapporteur 
on the Food and Feed Safety Omnibus, European 
Parliament 
 

15:55-16:05 Keynote Address Klaus BEREND, Director, Food Safety, 
Sustainability, and Innovation, DG SANTE, 
European Commission 
 

16:05-16:15 Special Remarks Aneta CHODERSKA, First Secretary, Agriculture 
and Rural Development Unit, Permanent 
Representation of Poland to the EU 
 

16:15-17:00 Interventions Matthias BERNINGER, EVP, Head of Public Affairs, 
Sustainability and Safety, Bayer 
 
Lusyne KESZISZJAN, Head of Brussels Office, 
Union of Entrepreneurs and Employers 
 
Max SCHULMAN, Chairman of the Cereals 
Working Party, Copa-Cogeca 

 Moderation Oscar HAMMARSTEDT, EU Policy Officer, Union 
of Entrepreneurs and Employers 

 
 
Contact person: 
Lusyne Kesziszjan, Union of Entrepreneurs and Employers, l.kesziszjan@zpp.net.pl  
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About the event: 
As part of the European Commission’s simplification strategy, the Food and Feed Safety 
Omnibus package seeks to reduce administrative burdens and boost the competitiveness of 
the agricultural sector by promoting regulatory clarity and coherence, removing overlaps, and 
streamlining authorisation procedures. If implemented to its full potential, the Omnibus could 
provide a much-needed boost to innovation in the sector, providing faster access to 
innovative tools and addressing the ongoing drastic loss of plant protection solutions for 
farmers. However, to ensure that these measures produce meaningful simplification and 
tangible benefits for innovators and farmers alike, it is imperative that their voices and 
experience from the field contribute to the legislative debate on the Omnibus.  
 
In this roundtable discussion, industry leaders will convene with policymakers and other 
stakeholders to unpack the implications and opportunities of this tenth Omnibus package for 
the future of EU plant protection framework and agrifood sector more broadly. The 
participants will share their views on how simplification measures and accelerated procedures 
can strengthen the competitiveness of farmers and innovators, examine the practical 
implications of the proposal, and discuss how the legislation can be further improved upon to 
shape a regulatory framework which  delivers innovation faster to European farmers and 
responds to the needs of the agricultural sector, while safeguarding the EU’s high safety 
standards. Key guiding questions will include: 

-​ What are the key shortcomings of the current plant protection framework? In what 
ways is the current regime hindering the competitiveness of the agrifood sector? 

-​ How can approval procedures be fast-tracked to accelerate market access for crop 
protection innovation? 

-​ Beyond legislative changes, how can procedures be made more efficient and 
innovation-friendly with specific regard to EFSA and other EU agencies?  

-​ What elements of the Omnibus proposal should be adjusted to better support 
European solution providers and farmers? 
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